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 To activate Windows, you must provide your digital license and product key to the activation service. You can use your digital
license to activate Windows or you can provide a product key (or digital license) to the activation service. You can use the same
product key or digital license for all Windows 10 editions. You can also use the Windows 10 product key to verify your digital

license. If you have a digital license that is valid for Windows 10, you can use the Windows 10 product key to verify your digital
license. When you have a product key or digital license, you can use the Windows activation service to check the status of your

digital license, link your Microsoft account, and confirm the activation of Windows. If your activation status is expired, you
must link your Microsoft account to Windows. Activating Windows using a product key A product key or digital license enables
you to install and activate Windows 10, version 1703, or Windows 10, version 1709. A product key or digital license is a serial

number that you can use to activate Windows 10 for a single device. Note A digital license is also a product key. For more
information, see What is a digital license? in Microsoft Support. This procedure describes how to activate Windows 10 using a

product key or digital license. For more information about Windows 10 and Windows 10 Anniversary Update, see About
Windows 10 in Windows 10 for IT Pros. Activating Windows using a digital license Use this procedure to link your digital

license to a Microsoft account so that you can use the Windows activation service to manage your activation status and check
your subscription settings. When you have a digital license, you can use the Windows activation service to check the status of
your digital license, link your Microsoft account, and confirm the activation of Windows. If your activation status is expired,
you must link your Microsoft account to Windows. Digital licenses are valid for all Windows editions, including Windows 10,
Windows 10 Anniversary Update, Windows 10, version 1703, and Windows 10, version 1709. In this procedure, we use the
following terms: device policy: A set of one or more policy settings that apply to a device or group of devices. [Key]: A text
string that is specific to the product key or digital license. Microsoft account: A Microsoft account is a unique online identity

that you can use to log in to Microsoft services. To learn more, see 82157476af
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